The Banjo Encyclopedia by Ross Nickerson Chapter 6: The Melodic Style

John Hardy

“John Hardy” is a good example of a song traditionally played in more of a Scruggs’ Style
and which we’ll use to illustrate how we can adapt the melodic style to this type of song.
The version I have written for you is very scale based and uses a lot of eighth notes. In the
Scruggs’ Style, too many eighth notes with no pauses in the music can sound undefined
and monotonous. In contrast, using the steady run of eighth notes in the melodic style
can sound exciting and very rhythmic.
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