The Banjo Encyclopedia by Ross Nickerson Chapter 9: Rhythm, Chords, and Playing Backup

Four Examples of Playing Backup

In the next section, I am going to present four examples of playing backup that are used
often. Learning these techniques of playing backup will go a long way in making you
more versatile and ready to back up most types of bluegrass songs.

Backup Example For Verse and Chorus

Start by learning a backup part that would be used when you are backing up a verse and
chorus which is like many of the bluegrass songs you will be playing. Keep in mind, as
always, you are learning a technique to play backup, not a song. Study what you are doing
and how it relates to filling spaces, complimenting the singer, and supporting the music
being played.

Song Example for Verse and Chorus Backup _—
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